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ONEIDA, o ni'dah, LAKE, a lake in Cen-
tral New York which forms the boundary be-
tween Onondaga and Oswego counties. Its
length is about twenty-five miles, its width,
four miles. It is drained by the Oneida and
Oswego rivers. It constitutes a natural sec-
tion of the ]NTew York State Barge Canal
system.
CKIOIT, unfyun, a well-known plant, the
bulbous root of which is much used as an
article -)f ^ood. It is a biennial herb, with
long, r arrow leaves and a swelling, pithy
stalk, The peculiar flavor varies much ac-
cording to the size of the bulb, the small
reddish onions having much more pungency
than the large ones. The onion may be grown
from the tropics to the coldest regions of the
temperate zone. There are at least twenty
varieties, Strassburg, Bermuda, Spanish and
Portuguese onions being among the most es-
teemed. In Spain, the onion forms a large
portion of tne food of the poorer classes.
Egypt is believed to be the original home
of the plant In the United States and
Canada it is raised in immense quantities, the
leading states being Ohio, New York, Texas,
Massachusetts, Illinois and Indiana. See
color plate on Lily Family, accompanying
the article lily,
ONONDAGA, onondaw'ga, a North
American Indian tribe of Iroquoian stock
who belonged to the confederacy known as
the Pive Nations (see five nations). The
Onondagas, who lived in Central New York
near the lake that now bears their name, were
the official guardians of the council fire of the
league. They were not a warlike tribe, and
were less prominent than the Mohawks or
Senecas. At present there are about 300 on
the Onondaga reservation in New York;
others are on the Grand River reservation in
Ontario.
file_0.wmf


formerly up-
per canada, or canada
west, is the second larg-
est province of the Do-
minion of Canada, and the
first in wealth, population
and industrial impor-
tance. The boundaries of
this flourishing province
are very irregular. The
northern boundary line
extends from the northeast comer of Mani-
toba where it touches Hudson Bay, to the
southeastern extremity of James Bay. The
 straight eastern boundary of Ontario follows
the Quebec line southward nearly to Lake
Nipissing. From that point there is an ir-
regular projection eastward, the northern
boundary of this section being separated from
Quebec by the Ottawa River. This irregular
projection is separated from the United
States on the south by the Saint Lawrence
River and lakes Ontario and Erie. The rest
of the southern boundary is formed by the
Detroit River, Lake Huron and Lake Supe-
rior, and the Rainy River and the chain of
lakes extending between Ontario and Minne-
sota. Manitoba is on the west and northwest.
Size and Population. Quebec is the only
Canadian province larger than Ontario,
which has a maximum extent from east to
west of about 1,000 miles, slightly more than
the distance between New York and Chicago.
From north to south its greatest extent is
700 miles. With an area of 407,262 square
miles, it covers a territory large enough to
contain Texas and nearly all of California.
Of the total area, 41,383 square miles are
water, exclusive* of the Canadian portion of
the Great Lakes. The present boundaries en-
close what are known as Northern and Old
Ontario. The new portion, which lies north
of the Albany River, was added in 1912, when
the Keewatin district was divided between
Ontario and Manitoba.
In 1931, according to the Dominion cen-
sus, the province had a population of 3,431,-
683. The greater number of the people are
of English, Scotch and Irish extraction, but
in the larger cities there are many immigrants
from various countries of continental Eu-
rope. There are about 30,000 Indians. Over
half the people of Ontario live in towns or
cities, a proportion not equaled elsewhere in
the Dominion. The southern part, or old On-
tario, contains the great proportion of the
population. About one-fifth are Roman
Catholics; the most important Protestant
bodies are, in order, the United Church,
Anglican, Presbyterian and Baptist.
Surface and Drainage. In general, On-
tario is a low plateau with a rolling or wavy
surface. This regularity is broken by a
height of land, which extends northwesterly
from the Thousand Islands in the Saint Law-
rence to the north shores of lakes Huron and
Superior, where it forms the bluffs that char-
acterize this region. The highest point of this
elevated section is Tip-Top Hill (2,120 feet)
in the Thunder Bay district Isle Saint Ig-

